IVORY LUST

DURING THE LAST quarter of the nineteenth
century, the European powers were engaged in what has become known
as the scramble for Africa, and when they finished, just about all of
Africa belonged to everybody but the Africans, Once they controlled the
continent, the imperialists wanted to set it right—at least in their own
view. So in 1goo the foreign ministers representing the African colonial
powers— Britain (whose properties included Uganda, British East Africa
and Nigeria), France (most of West Africa and Madagascar), Germany
(German East Africa and South-West Africa), Belgium (Congo Free
State), Italy (Libya, Eritrea and Somaliland), Portugal (Angola and Mo
zambique) and Spain (small pieces of land in West Africa)—gathered in
London. After several weeks of debate and discussion, they dipped their
pens into ink and signed the Convention for the Preser ation of Animals,
Birds and Fish in Africa. It was the first international conservation treaty,
and though it was never ratified by all the countries, it became the basis
for most of the colonial wildlife legislation in Africa, and the forerunner of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES),
which came into being seventy-three years later and is the most compre-
hensive conservation treaty {u:lu}'.

The 1goo treaty covered what was considered Central Africa, which
meant all of the continent except for North Africa and South Africa. In
these latter regions—in Algeria, along the Nile, in the Cape Colony-
“the big game have almost wholly ceased to exist,” The Times of London
noted in its report on the final day of the conference. The newspaper

went on to provide a concise and vivid summary of the situation:

It is necessary to go far into the interior to find the nobler forms of
antelope, and still further if the hunter wants to pursue the elephant,
the rhinoceros, or the givaffe, It is perfectly clear that very soon those
animals, unless something is done to prevent their extermination, will

be stamped out as completely as the dodo. To some extent this process







