Methods in primate conservation: topographical maps.

I’m not sure if this will be “graded” or not; for sake of argument, let’s say 1-8 are 1 point each, and 8 is 2, for total of 10.  9 or 10 = “A”, 7-8 = “B”, 5-6 = “C” and under 5, you got so lost in the woods that grades don’t matter, you’re looking for water and the way home (.  These ‘grades’ are just motivational, this isn’t a big chunk of evaluation.  The goals are (1) learn how to use topo maps, (2) start to get a sense for visualizing using topo maps, (3) introduce you to the use of different coordinate systems (here, LAT/LONG and UTM).  There are others.

GPS: I’ll bring in a Garmin you can use on Monday (or, Hoss, if you have capacity to download to base maps on a laptop, can stay with Magellan; my goal is to be able to project GIS in classroom which I can do with Garmin but ? Magellan).  If need be we can hand-enter coordinates into Garmin, so keep using Magellan for now.  NOTE: which Map Datum are you using?  We’ll discuss (
Please do the questions individually.  

All the information you need is on the images but you’re free to consult web etc. for information on how to read topographic maps.

There are four images here – one of a topographic map, a readable closeup of its key, and 2 views of the corresponding area (roughly) from google.earth (do note they’re different perspectives!).

Using just the topo map, answer the following questions.

1) What is the notation at UTM  TJ 574   902?  What does it signify?

2) What are the UTM coordinates of the scattered houses making up the hamlet of Mpandule?

3) What is the name and number of the Series Y742 sheet immediately northwest of sheet 133/2?

4) What feature lies at about E 30° 58’ 00”  x  S 5° 38’ 70” (describe textual information as well as what it is).  Taking the point there, what are it’s UTM coordinates?

5) What sort of vegetation is found at TJ 569  695?

6) What sort of vegetation is at TJ 560  720?

7)   What about TJ 718  795?

8)   What is the elevation at TJ 527  895?  At TJ 528  896?  These are estimates of topo lines, you don’t need to interpolate between them.  Don’t forget elevation units!

9)  Next, there is a red dot indicating a location on the google.earth images.  What are the UTM coordinates for that location?

