Spring 2008

ANBI 114: Methods in primate conservation

Jim Moore  (SSB 276; jjmoore@ucsd.edu; 534-5572; http://weber.ucsd.edu/~jmoore/)

Lectures: CTR 222 [?]  

MWF: 9:00

OH: T 1-2, Th 11-12

Website: Link to it from http://weber.ucsd.edu/~jmoore/courses/
Course plan: 

This course is an offshoot of a special topics class I did on "primate conservation".  Because of the SNAFU that resulted in al the chaos you're experiencing, this syllabus is basically a modified version of that one.  Work in progress.

There are very roughly 200 primate species, and while there are general conservation principles (emphasized in the textbook), each species has its own particular situation.  Rather than draw case studies and examples from as many different species as possible (and losing some of you in the taxonomy), we'll focus on chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes, all 4 subspecies) and use others to illustrate concepts etc.  Chimpanzees are a widely-distributed African ape with a significant captive population, and they are generally considered to be especially deserving of ethical consideration. 

Prerequisites are ANTH [ANLD] 42, Primates in nature, and ANBI 176/BIEB 132 Conservation and the human predicament.  However, not everyone's had them this year so basic assumption is that you know something about primates and/or ecology and/or conservation.  As long as you've had some coursework in 2 of the 3, you should be able to keep up fine.

Textbook: There is none.  You might be interested in the following; there are a large number of others that address primate conservation issues.

Guy Cowlishaw & Robin Dunbar (2000) Primate Conservation Biology.  University of Chicago Press.

Karen Strier (1992). Faces in the Forest. New York, Oxford University Press.

Augustin Fuentes and Linda Wolfe, Eds. (2002). Primates Face to Face: Conservation Implications of Human-Nonhuman Primate Interconnections. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

John Oates (1999) Myth and reality in the rainforest: how conservation strategies are failing in West Africa.  LA: UC Press.

and (is < $10 used on Amazon
)

Jack Hailman & Karen Strier (2006). Planning, Proposing and Presenting Science Effectively: A Guide for Graduate Students and Researchers in the Behavioral Sciences and Biology (2nd Edition).  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  (1st edition fine also)

On subject of related/relevant topics, I just learned of BIEB 145, Spatial analysis in ecology (Walter Jetz), offered this quarter.

As of this writing there is still uncertainty in how many people will take the class, and hence in how we'll structure it: teams doing exercises, or all of us working on a project.  In either case there will be some basic skills taught; framing here is in context of teams doing exercises.  

Labs: There will be handouts on methods etc at the time of each lab.  On the due date each team will submit a group report of about 2,000 words that both presents your methods and results, and gives a summary discussion of why the concepts underlying the lab are important in the conservation of chimpanzees (citing at least 2 primary literature papers dealing with it (whatever you decide “it” to be)—i.e., put the lab into primatological context).  Turn it in via email as a WORD or RTF document.  You will also do a 10-minute presentation of results (the "you" will probably be a couple of small groups); we’ll then discuss similarities/differences in findings and how they, as well as the topic, relate.  No late papers/presentations will be accepted, and you get one grade for the whole group (you sort out the mechanics of who does what) (unless of course we don't do groups…).  The presentation will be graded by anonymous class vote. THEN for at least one of the labs, I will distribute the papers to the members of the other group (assuming > 1 group), who will evaluate them in writing.  Some of these evaluations will be anonymously returned to the authors, who will incorporate the presentation feedback and written reviews into a final draft.  The idea here is to mimic the process by which journals peer review articles.

The week following lab presentations, you will hand in individual papers of up to 300 words discussing what you learned from the lab, the presentations and the discussion.  This is basically reflective essay, no particular format; you're encouraged but not required to bring in outside sources if appropriate.  Again, submit via emailed RTF or WORD attachment.

Lab #1 – Population assessment:  How many people go barefoot on campus?  [Population estimation; how do you know how many there are, what places to save, etc.] 

Lab #2 – Habitat assessment:  Quantitative description of campus “forests”  [Intro to methods of habitat description]  DISTANCE [maybe]

Lab #3 – VORTEX & PVA

Lab #4 – Web resources: databases and interactive GIS

Lab #5 – The human interface:  What do people at Children’s Pool Beach think about the presence of the seals? [Assessing public attitudes toward conservation of nature/wildlife; interface between local and global conservation]

These labs will involve a balance of explicit instructions and me "letting" you figure out for yourselves how to collect the data requested.  This is based on my belief that grappling with problems as a group is the best way to learn to solve them (given that you have some background to start with!).  I will be available to discuss what you come up with before you actually implement it – think of me as a resource person, not instructor, in that context.

The five labs are worth 10 each for written portion and 5 each for presentations, plus individual lab reflections worth 10 each, for total of 125 points.

Grades: Final letter grades will be determined by a ‘subjective curve’ (i.e., I will look at the distribution of regular point totals and assign grades accordingly – with so few, it doesn't make sense to use a formal curve.) 

There is likely to be a final exam, worth 25 points, to add some individual assessment to the group projects.  No midterm.

There is a great deal of non-classroom work associated with this class – both the data collection aspect of course, but also the group brainstorming, planning and coordination associated with doing the work and writing it up.  Accordingly, we will not meet on Wednesdays unless specified, starting next week; that time will be available to you for getting together (you can use CTR 222, though I'd go for the Grove or Roma's myself).

Monday I'll hand out and we'll go over the 1st Lab exercise and finalize the plans.

As we discussed in class, it is still unclear how many are in this class and we're right at a cusp in terms of what will work in a class of how many.  As a result, the above is tentative.  What is fixed is that we'll do the labs (with possible modifications to the writing and reporting components) and include some kind of "peer review" exercise, though whether it's based on group or individual papers is to be determined.

�  When you buy from Amazon, go to the American Society of Primatologists website (http://www.asp.org/), click links and at page bottom there's a link to Amazon.com.  By using this path, a % will be donated to primate conservation.








