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Mr. Strong; Mr. Scovile; Mr. Sharpless

POLITICAL SCIENCE 13: POWER AND JUSTICE
Invisible Man

Ellison’s novel – one of the great works of American fiction, is an extraordinarily rich and complex reading of American racism and of America.  This may help you through it.

CHARACTERS:  The narrator (Invisible Man); Mr Norton (rich, white, trustee of college); Jim Trueblood (uneducated and incestuous); Reverend Homer A. Barbee (blind –‘Homer’ – orator who visits college)’ Dr. Bledsoe (president of college); the Veteran (condemns college); Young Emerson (son of college trustee); Mary (motherly black woman); Brother Jack (leader of Brotherhood; white; glass eye); Tod Clifton (black; handsome and intelligent; leaves Brotherhood); Ras the Exhorter (black nationalist); Rinehart (man of many identities); Sybil (white woman who has affair with IM)
Chapter Summary

PROLOGUE: On individuality

COLLEGE:

1. Battle Royal

2. Norton hears Trueblood’s story of incest it his daughter

3. Norton at the ’Golden Day’ on the day that the inmates of the local veterans hospital come

4. Norton and IM return; IM faces Bledsoe

5. Homer Barbee’s sermon about the Founder and the success formula

6. Bledsoe to IM on the necessity of lying to whites; kicls him out

NEW YORK CITY

7. Bus-ride to NYC; last lesson from mad veteran; Harlem

8. IM looks for a job

9. IM meets the rapping man; meets Young Emerson

10. Day at the paint factory; Brockway; the union; paint explosion

11. Electric lobotomy

12. Mary Rambo takes IM in; evicted from Men’s House

13. Yams; old couple evicted; IM’s speech’ meets Brother Jack (local Brotherhood Party, i.e. Communist Party organizer)

14. Hired by Brotherhood; Jack takes him to party; new name; dances with Emma

15. Goodbye to Mary; moves to Brotherhood apartment downtown

16. Makes first Brotherhood speech

17. First rally; meets Tod Clifton; meets Ras the Exhorter

18. Good talk with Tarp; IM denounced by Westrum

19. Transfer downtown to speak on the Woman’s Question; sexual affair; faces the ’ass struggle’ rather than the ’class struggle’

20. Harlem again; Clifton shot by police; contemplates failure on subay

21. Clifton’s funeral march; IM’s speech

22. Brotherhood’s policy changes without IM knowing; he is denounced

23. IM realizes he can be mistaken for Rinehart (numbers man and minister) and plans to subvert the Brotherhood

24. Jack’s party; IM takes Sybil home; gets call to hurry to Harlem

25. Riot in Harlem; looting; IM driven underground

Epilogue: Mr Norton again; what is destiny?

