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SOVEREIGNS and SUBJECTS: THE RISE OF THE MODERN STATE

POLITICAL THOUGHT FROM MACHIAVELLI TO ROUSSEAU
FINAL PAPER
W

rite a five page (1623 words) paper (more or less) on ONE of the following topics.  Please double-space and use no more that a 12 point and no less than a 10 point type.  Leave one inch margins. Paper counts for 40% of your grade.
The paper is due the day of the exam (Monday, March 15) in this class room 
between 3:00 and 3:30.
NOTE: there will be no class on March 12 (Friday)—Class ends March 10.
You may hand it in before to Mr Barrett (SSB 329) or Mr Fariss (SSB 346) in their respective offices (not in the Political Science Department). Do NOT email the paper. Staple the paper in the upper left-hand corner (NO paperclips).
Please refer to the texts you use by some easily recoverable method.  A normal expectation would be about two to three citations a page.  Do not quote more than two sequential lines without good reason.  If you refer to the lectures you can simply say “As was indicated in lecture, …”

There is no one right answer: there are more or less well-reasoned and argued answers, answers that are more or less supported by the text and that explain the text more or less well.

NOTE:  there is no final in-class exam.
TOPICS
Choose ONE

1. Compare the idea of property in Locke and Rousseau.  Which theorist do you prefer and why? (You will have to explicate their respective notions).
2. In Social Contract iii, 11, Rousseau says: “Yesterday’s law does not obligate today.”  What does this mean and of what importance is it in Rousseau’s political thought?

3. Compare the understanding of a social contract in Hume and Rousseau.
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